
Urge d by h is  s iste rs  to put h is  
passion for all th ings m ilitary 
to a m ore  active  use , th is  
sum m e r Erik  joine d th e  
ne w ly founde d local 
sq uadron of th e  Unite d 
State s Naval Se a Cade t 
Corps. Lik e  th e  RO TC, 
but for th e  Navy, th e  Se a 
Cade ts spe cializ e  in 
te ach ing m arch ing, drilling and 
be ating th e  tar out of cade ts at 

boot cam p. Cade t Rodk e y 
got to e njoy th is  s ingular 
e xpe rie nce , re turning 
h om e  gaunt, rave nous 
and w ith  burns from  iron-
ing h is  uniform  h urrie dly 
and doing push  ups on 
bliste ringly h ot asph alt. A 

m ore  ple asurable  e xpe rie nce  
w as m arch ing as th e  part of th e  

Color Guard in th e  local Ve te r-
an's D ay Parade  w h e re  h e  e n-
joye d sh ow ing off h is  spats and 
ne w  rifle  h andling trick s. Th e  
only dow nside  to life  w ith  th e  
Se a Cade ts is  th at th e y h ave  dis -
playe d at disconce rting affinity 
for land: Erik  h as ye t to go to 
se a. − Elissa
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Krista Ph ilosoph ically 
M ajors in English

Popsicle s raise d, Rodk e y k ids 
ce le brate  sh ingle  re m oval

Rodk e ys Snug, Dry 
and Fash ionable  in 
"Ne w " H om e .

Erik  Runs Aw ay 
to Se a

Th e  R od k e y  R e ad e r

H aving e ndure d m any late  
nigh t soliloq uie s, th e  fam ily 
w as unsurprise d at Krista's 
de cision to m ajor in ph ilo-
soph y. Nor w as it a sh ock  
w h e n th e  fam ily's ack now -
le dge d book w orm  adde d 
English  for a double  m ajor. 
Th is  m ajor h as th e  distinct 
advantage  of allow ing Krista 
to participate  in W e stm ont's 
England Se m e ste r, to be  
h e ld in 2007. D e spite  W e st-
m ont's close  vicinity, 
Krista's visits h om e  re m ain 
infre q ue nt, e njoying th e  inde -
pe nde nce  of colle ge  w ith out 
th e  inconve nie nce s of trave l. 
O n cam pus, Krista's social 
life  h as flourish e d. W ith  Kar-
e n, h e r long- suffe ring room -
m ate  of both  ye ars, late  
nigh ts, dance  bre ak s, and k id-
nappings h ave  be com e  th e  
norm . − Ade lle

D ue  to th e  e xtre m e  irre gularity 
of th e  publication of th e  Rodk e y 
Re ade r, its de vote d public m ay 
be  unaw are  th at in 19 9 7 afte r an 
e ve ntful 2 m onth  cam pout dur-
ing th e  rainy se ason w h ile  th e  
h ouse  w as in e scrow , th e  
Rodk e ys m ove d into a h ouse  in 
Gole ta, CA.  Since  th at tim e , th e  
h ouse  on Big Sur D rive  h as be -
com e  h om e , and m any of th e  
ne igh bors h ave  be com e  good 
frie nds.  Alth ough  th e  h ouse  w as 
in good condition w h e n pur-
ch ase d, ove r th e  course  of 7 
ye ars, se ve ral sm all proble m s 
h ave  de ve lope d, le ading to vari-
ous annual sum m e r proje cts. 
For e xam ple , carpe ting, painting 
room s colors oth e r th an w h ite , 
and building a bik e  s h e d.

M ost re ce ntly, m ultiple  le ak s  
in th e  40- ye ar- old roof (2 gallons 
of w ate r w e re  s iph one d out of a 
w all at one  point) pointe d to th e  
ne e d for a ne w  roof.  Brim m ing 
w ith  som e w h at naive  fam ily spir-
it, th e  4 Rodk e y ch ildre n volun-
te e re d for prim ary construction 
duty.  Th e re  w e re  som e  com plica-
tions along th e  w ay: th e re  w e re  

actually tw o laye rs of sh ingle s to 
be  re m ove d, and th e  roof h ad an 
odd sh ape  due  to th e  de sign of 
th e  addition and num e rous s k y-
ligh ts. H ow e ve r, th e  e ne rgy of 
youth  pre vaile d and th e  roof 
w as com ple te d just days be fore  
de parture  on fam ily vacation. 
Th e  ne w  roof h as stood th e  te st 
of tim e , suffe ring only 1 e asily 
fixe d le ak  (spark ing furious dis -
pute s ove r w h o w as re sponsible ) 
and providing a ne w  location for 
w atch ing th e  city's 4th  of July 
fire w ork s.

W ith  Elissa's re turn from  col-
le ge  (w ide ly re garde d as inte rior 
de corator auth ority), critics anti-
cipate  conside rable  positive  
ch ange  in th e  de cor, w ith  subtle  
introduction of East Coast se ns-
ib ilitie s. −Elissa
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Ade lle 's de parture  for W h e aton 
as a m usic m ajor w as m e t by 
loud w ailing and gnash ing of 
te e th .  “Re joicing w ith  th ose  
w h o re joice ” is  a bit h ard w h e n 
it involve s th e  loss of th e  only 
m e m be r of th e  fam ily w ith  a 
m odicum  of organiz ational 
sk ills and z e al.  Sh e  h as found 
W h e aton to be  e ve ry bit as ch al-
le nging as sh e  h ad h ope d, and 
look s forw ard to th e  ne xt fe w  

ye ars th e re .  H igh ligh ts of h e r 
first se m e ste r include  back pack -
ing in W isconsin, gath e ring a 
circle  of close  frie nds, finding a 
good ch urch , and playing oboe  
in conce rt w ith  M ich ae l Card. 
Th e  re st of th e  fam ily look s for-
w ard to h e r re turn, not only be -
cause  of th e  z e st sh e  brings, but 
be cause  w e  anticipate  ne e ding 
profe ssional h e lp.  To unbury 
th e  h ouse , th at is. − Joh n

"Th e  Cousin" Re turns!

Th is  past M ay th e  se asone d 
Rodk e y trave le rs put th e ir e ndur-
ance  to th e  te st by driving cross 
country to atte nd Elissa's col-
le ge  graduation  in M assach u-
se tts. Th e  8,500 m ile  sojourn, 
w h ich  include d de tours to sigh t-
se e  in Boston and W ash ington 
D.C. and to M inne sota to visit 
Je anne 's  num e rous re lative s, 
w as, th ank s  to Ade lle 's e xtre m e  
frugality, $250 unde r budge t. 

Th e  Rodk e ys e njoye d se e ing Gor-
don Colle ge  for th e  first tim e  as 
a fam ily, ge tting an introduc-
tion to th e  ch arm s of Boston's 
North  Sh ore  and m e e ting 
frie nds and profe ssors Elissa 
h ad accum ulate d ove r th e  
course  of four ye ars. Favorite s  
of th e  tim e  in D.C. include d th e  
Library of Congre ss, th e  Air and 
Space  M use um  and M t. Ve rnon. 
H ow e ve r th e  re turn trip as not 

as une ve ntful as h ope d for. 
Afte r h aving w e ath e re d an Ad-

irondack s cloudburst, se ve ral 
south e rn and m idw e ste rn th un-
de rstorm s, and one  tornado, 
th e  e xh auste d van dre w  th e  line  
at an unse asonable  snow storm  
in Colorado. O ne  transm ission 
late r, w e  m ade  it safe ly th rough  
th e  w e ste rn de se rt, h om e  just 
in tim e  for Ade lle 's h igh  sch ool 
graduation. − Elissa

Th e  Rodk e ys w e re  m uch  m is-
tak e n if th e y th ough t se nding 
ch ildre n to colle ge  w ould de -
cre ase  th e  h ouse h old popula-
tion.  Th e  first se m i- pe rm ane nt 
addition to th e  fam ily w as jovial 
Joe , Joh n's s iste r's  son, w h o 
cam e  to le arn com puting.  No 
soone r did w e  ge t h im  cle ane d 
up and m arrie d off th an h is  
younge r siste r Je ssica (a.k .a. 
“Th e  Cousin”) m ove d in. Je ss  is  
w ith  us  now , and lik e  h e r pre de -
ce ssor, sh e  com bine s  sch ool 
w ith  w ork .  W e  are  continually 
astounde d by h e r passion for 
th e  color gre e n, h e r dram atic in-
te rpre tations, and h e r num e r-
ous convincing acce nts.  − Krista

Kids w ith  k itte ns in M inne sota.

Re sting tire d fe e t in D.C.Rock port, MA: Quinte sse ntial Ne w  England.

An Epic Journe y (Only One  Bre ak dow n)

Ade lle  D e parts for W h e aton Am idst Te ars

Erik  lost h is status as “fam ily 

baby” w h e n Cody 

Ram ire z e nte re d th e  fam -

ily.  Our conne ction w ith  

Cody be gan w h e n 

Je anne  m e ntore d h is 

m oth e r, Silvia, be fore  h e  

w as born, but it w asn’t 

long be fore  both  Silvia 

and Cody w e re  full-

fle dge d m e m be rs of th e  

fam ily. Eve ry w ork day, 

Cody spe nds h is afte r-sch ool 

h ours at our h om e , playing 

Playm obil, sw ord-figh ting w ith  

Erik , and liste ning to re ad-

alouds. Now  age d 6, h is late st 

accom plish m e nts include  rid-

ing a tw o-w h e e le r, 

basic m ultiplication, 

and be ginning re ad-

ing.  H e  love s cow -

boys, k nigh ts, 

pirate s, or any com -

bination of th e  

th re e .  De spite  be -

ing displace d, Erik  

be ars no grudge : on 

th e  contrary, th e  

e ntire  fam ily tak e s gre at de -

ligh t in its ne w e st m e m be r. 

− Ade lle

Ne w  Younge st Ch ild

W ante d: 
Brilliant re ce nt grad se e k s  h igh - paying 
job w ith  s h ort h ours, lots of be ne fits. 
  H igh ly analytical, cre ative , m ultiple  
sk ills use ful for arcane  re se arch . 
Se rious Inq uirie s  only.  Contact e ditor.
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In th e  unlik e ly e ve nt th at you 

w e re  to h appe n by th e  Rodk e y 

re s ide nce  som e  sunny day 

w h e n som e one  h ad le ft th e  gar-

age  door ope n, you w ould no-

tice  th at one  w all of th e  

garage  is e ntire ly line d w ith  

book sh e lve s, w h ich  are  

cram m e d w ith  book s of all 

k inds. Alth ough  som e  are  th e  

re sult of 13 ye ars of 

h om e sch ooling, m ost w e re  col-

le cte d and store d for a spe cific 

purpose . 

Am ong Je anne ’s m any m inistry 

conce rns, one  particularly 

de ar to h e r h e art is providing 

support and e ncourage m e nt to 

m iss ionary fam ilie s. Base d on 

h e r ow n ch ildh ood e xpe rie nce  

in re m ote  Alask an village s, as 

w e ll as conve rsations w ith  m is -

s ionarie s se rving in oth e r coun-

trie s , book s, and particularly 

ne w  book s for grow ing ch il-

dre n te nd to be  a rare  com m od-

ity on th e  m iss ion fie ld. 

Com bining h e r love  of book s 

and m iss ions, th e  past fe w  

ye ars Je anne  h as be e n ple ase d 

to se e  th e  fulfillm e nt of h e r 

longtim e  dre am  of se nding 

Little  did w e  k now  h ow  apropos 
our ch urch 's   m otto for last ye ar 
w ould prove . “M ak ing all th ings 
ne w ” took  on ne w  m e aning as w ith -
in th e  course  of a ye ar w e  com -
m e nce d an am bitious building 

cam paign w h ich  w ill re sult in a 
be autiful ne w  sanctuary; our be -
love d pastor, w h o h ad be e n at th e  
ch urch  23 ye ars, w as calle d to le ad 
M issions for th e  Cove nant de nom -
ination, th e  m usic pastor le ft; a 
ne w  one  cam e , and th e  youth  pas-
tor le ft.  D id I m e ntion th e  ne w  in-
te rim  pastor, or th at th e  ch ildre n's 
m inistry dire ctor also le ft, and h e r 
re place m e nt also le ft?  
D e spite  th e se  com ings and goings, 
th e re  is  a lot to be  e xcite d about. 

Erik  and Joh n are  part of te am  th at 
asse m ble s and displays th e  pow e r-
point during th e  se rvice , and Joh n 
sings w ith  th e  w orsh ip te am . 
Je anne  is  on th e  m issions com m it-
te e , Elissa w ork s  w ith  th e  5th  and 
6th  grade rs and Joh n se rve s on th e  
council for com m unity outre ach , 
and on th e  board of Santa Barbara 
Com m unity D e ve lopm e nt Ce nte r , 
assisting ne e dy H ispanics in th e  loc-
al are a. − Joh n

H aving graduate d (Sum m a Cum  
Laud e) w ith  a m ajor in psych o-

logy, Elissa re turne d (via th e  

e pic journe y) to th e  ance stral 

h alls. Elissa now  sits at h om e , 

ponde ring th e  q ue stion of voca-

tion w h ile  sk im -

m ing th e  local 

e m ploym e nt 

ads. 

Ch oice s,ch oice s:

substitute  janit-

or or unde r dis h -

w ash e r? 

Unfortunate ly, in Ade lle ’s ab-

se nce , s h e  acts as both — and 

th e  pay is not e xactly m inim -

um  w age ! Elissa de nie s th at in-

cre ase d h ouse h old dutie s are  

h e r principal m otivation for go-

ing to grad sch ool. Says Elissa, 

“I do ge nuine ly w ant to le arn; 

I love  psych ology re se arch  and 

I don’t fe e l h alf done  studying 

it”. − Krista

Elissa Graduate s; Face s Existe ntial 
Que stions in Job Se arch

Stole n! 1 Little  Italy Sw e atsh irt, 

Black . Last se e n in th e  posse ss ion of 

a siniste r ch aracte r in gre e n.  

Tips or confe ss ions? Contact Krista.

Joh n D igs Israe l
Since  19 9 9 , Joh n h as applie d 
h is  com pute r sk ills at an arch ae -
ological dig in Israe l , docum e nt-
ing artifacts found at th e  te l. 
Inste ad of digging in th e  dirt un-
de r th e  blaz ing sun w ith  trow e l 
in h and, h e  ge ts to sit at th e  
com pute r in an air- conditione d 
room !  Le st you th ink  h is  job is  
too e asy, re st assure d th at th e  
long h ours m ak e  up for any 
ph ysical com fort.  Political un-
re st pre cipitate d a h iatus of tw o 
sum m e rs, but th e  dig re sum e d 
th is  past sum m e r, continuing e x-
citing w ork  on an ancie nt city. 
You m ay re ad h is  diary and se e  
picture s  of th e  dig at h is  w e b  
s ite .  − Je anne

Joh n w alk e d aw ay from  an air-

plane  crash   last April.  H e  

and a pilot frie nd w e re  tak ing 

off in th e  frie nd's Grum m an 

Yank e e . Th e  plane 's th rottle  

cable  brok e  se conds afte r tak -

ing off, m ak ing it im possible  

to clim b or safe ly land.  

Th e y crash e d in a vine yard at 

th e  far e nd of th e  runw ay, but 

th ank fully e scape d un-

scath e d.  Th e  plane , h ow e ve r, 

did not fare  as w e ll. 

H is ow n plane  h as safe ly 

borne  h im  th rough  th e  s k ie s 

accum ulating 1000 h ours of 

th orough ly e njoyable  fligh t, 

m any sh are d w ith  ch ildre n to 

w h om  h e  h as give n th e ir first 

fligh t . − Je anne

Je anne 's Passion 
for Book s goe s 
Global

Airplane  Crash !

Mak ing All Th ings 
Really Ne w !
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Erik , Elissa Draw  Sw ords
Erik  and Elissa le arn fe n-

cing on opposite  s ide s of 

th e  country.

Rolle rblading Accide nts 
Tak e  Toll 
Erik ’s k ne e s tak e  on ne w  

ch aracte r as h e  be gins blad-

ing again afte r ye ars aw ay 

from  th e  sport.

One -m an Unicycle  H all-
w ay Polo Gains Ground 
De spite  Sm all Fan Base .

Raque tball Injurie s Raise  Se rious Que stions
W h y are  th e  balls blue ? W h at is th e  cause  of brok e n le gs, torn 

m uscle s and contusions? Do th e  playe rs h ave  an e xce ss of te stoste r-

one , or can ‘nurture ’ e xplain all?  Joh n re fuse s com m e nt.

Sports book s to m iss ionary k ids. 

Sh e  h as se nt 200 book s to 

a sch ool in an Asian coun-

try th at m ust re m ain nam e -

le ss, 50 book s to Japan, 

and ove r 400 book s to a 

confe re nce  in Th ailand 

th at distribute d book s to 

m iss ionarie s in num e rous 

countrie s in Asia. “Th ank s: 

your se lfle ss gift w ill bring 

joy to a lone ly h e art” re ads 

one  note  in th e  th ank  you 

from  th e  confe re nce . “Th is 

is a te rrific, h e lpful se r-

Blitz! Ade lle  
w ins tourne y
Ade lle  de clare d to be  

‘Vonde rful, Goot!’ 

Dutch  Blitz Ch am p.

Match  re sults:

M onth W inne r
Jan Ade lle

   Fe b Gram m a

M ar Ade lle

Apr Ade lle

M ay Ade lle

Jun Ade lle

Jul Ade lle

Aug Ade lle

Se p Ade lle

O ct Ade lle

Nov Ade lle

D e c Ade lle

W ante d:
De spe rate  fam ily se e k s h ouse -

k e e pe r. Attraction to Sisysph e an 

task s a plus. Contact e ditor.

Arts &  Le tte rs
Santa Barbara 
Ch ildre n's Ch orus 
In spring, 2002, Ade lle  sk e ptic-

ally follow e d an unlik e ly le ad 

to an e xtraordinary program : 

th e  Santa Barbara Ch ildre n's 

Ch orus!  Th e  q uality of th is 

ch oir, le d by its e ne rge tic and 

tale nte d dire ctor, w ith  h e r 

q uie t, loyal and ne ar-pe rfe ct ac-

com panist e ntice d th e  

Rodk e ys to fill in th e  rank s of 

th is fair ve nture .  It h as be e n a 

glorious e xpe rie nce  for Krista, 

Ade lle , Erik  and now  Je ss, 

s inging a  w ide  varie ty of h igh  

q uality m usic in conce rts  in 

Santa Barbara,  San Die go and 

e ve n as far aw ay as Carne gie  

H all in Ne w  York  City. − Erik

M ind of th e  Mak e r, Doroth y Saye rs

Th e  Ench ante d Castle , E. Ne sbit

Th e  Napole on of Notting H ill, G.K. Ch e ste rton

Th e  Space  Trilogy, C.S. Le w is

W ar in H e ave n, Ch arle s W illiam s

Th e  Code  of th e  W ooste rs, P.G. W ode h ouse

Th e  Little  Britch e s Se rie s , Ralph  Moody

W ate rsh ip Dow n, Rich ard Adam s

Rodk e ys Re com m e nd Re ading ...

Fortune s of W ar

Th e  Th in  Man Se rie s

Ne ro W olfe

Much  Ado ... (Branagh )

Th e  Color of Paradise

Rodk e ys Re com m e nd W atch ing ...

Relate d Re source s ...
h ttp://w w w .se acade ts.org

h ttp://w w w .ze itah .ne t

h ttp://pulsar.w e stm ont.e du/ze itah

h ttp://w w w .m onte citocove nant.org

h ttp://w w w .younge agle s.org

h ttp://ae ronca.w e stm ont.e du/pics/rodk e y/crash

h ttp://w w w .sbch ildre nsch orus.org

h ttp://w w w .cce l.org

Em ail addre sse s :

rodk e y@ w e stm ont.e du  je rodk e y@ w e stm ont.e du

e rodk e y@ w e stm ont.e du k rodk e y@ w e stm ont.e du

arodk e y@ w e stm ont.e du e rrodk e y@ w e stm ont.e du

Th e  Road H om e

Joh nny Bagpipe s

Th e  W e st W ing

Band of Broth e rs

Th e  M iss ion

Lette rs to th e  Editor ...

You sh ould be  ash am e d of 

yourse lf! 9  ye ars be tw e e n is -

sue s! You call th is a Ne w spa-

pe r? Cance l m y subscription 

im m e diate ly! 

- Tire d of W aiting in LaPine

I found your article  on Tulip 

care  e spe cially e nligh te ning, 

and 'Ane cdote s From  a 

Moose ' truly life -ch anging.  

- Inspire d in Story City

I can scarce  be lie ve  th at a 

Ch ristian publication lik e  

yours w ould stoop to using 

th e  w ord 'Calisth e nics'. 

H ave  you no de ce ncy, no 

se nse  of proprie ty?  I aw ait 

your public apology. 

- Apalle d in Aspe n

I'm  so im pre sse d w ith  your 

ne w le tte r:(s ic) h ow  can I be -

com e  a publish e r? 

- W annabe  in W inne m ucca 

[Just use  Linux, install 

Scribus, and strive  to e m u-

late  our spark ling w it and 

de e p insigh t. −  e d.]




